
MagicSchool.ai Suggestions for Where did you start and Where did you go? Assignment 

Update to Make this Assignment AI-Resistant (Idea 1): 

Assignment Description: 

Reflect on your initial reactions to The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien. Now think about our 
discussions regarding motifs, symbolism, postmodernism, style, grim humor, imagery, setting, and 
individual characters, and how all these elements contribute to the book’s themes about the 
aftermath of war, loss of innocence, death, stories & storytelling, memory/remembering, morality, 
truth, guilt, shame, friendship, courage, cowardice, and—of course—war. 

Task: 

1. Choose a specific passage from the book that had a significant impact on you. 

2. Write a personal narrative that connects your own life experiences to the themes and 
emotions expressed in that passage. 

3. Include a detailed analysis of how the literary elements (motifs, symbolism, etc.) in the 
chosen passage enhanced your understanding and emotional response. 

Explanation:  

This task requires students to connect their personal experiences with specific passages from the 
book, making it difficult for AI to generate a meaningful and personalized response. The inclusion of 
a personal narrative ensures that students engage deeply with the text and reflect on their own 
experiences. 

Update to Make this Assignment AI-Resistant (Idea 2): 

Assignment Description: 

Reflect on your initial reactions to The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien. Now think about our 
discussions regarding motifs, symbolism, postmodernism, style, grim humor, imagery, setting, and 
individual characters, and how all these elements contribute to the book’s themes about the 
aftermath of war, loss of innocence, death, stories & storytelling, memory/remembering, morality, 
truth, guilt, shame, friendship, courage, cowardice, and—of course—war. 

Task: 

1. Create a multimedia project (video, podcast, artwork, or digital presentation) that explores 
one of the central themes of the book. 

2. Incorporate quotes from the book, your own analysis, and insights from class discussions. 

3. Present your project to the class and explain your creative choices and how they reflect the 
book's themes. 

Explanation: 



A multimedia project challenges students to express their understanding through creative means, 
which is not easily replicated by AI. This task encourages originality and requires students to 
synthesize information from the book and class discussions creatively. 

Update to Make this Assignment AI-Resistant (Idea 3): 

Assignment Description: 

Reflect on your initial reactions to The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien. Now think about our 
discussions regarding motifs, symbolism, postmodernism, style, grim humor, imagery, setting, and 
individual characters, and how all these elements contribute to the book’s themes about the 
aftermath of war, loss of innocence, death, stories & storytelling, memory/remembering, morality, 
truth, guilt, shame, friendship, courage, cowardice, and—of course—war. 

Task: 

1. Conduct an interview with a family member or community member who has experienced a 
significant event (such as military service, immigration, or a major life transition). 

2. Compare and contrast their experiences with the themes and events depicted in The Things 
They Carried. 

3. Write a reflective essay that combines your interview findings with your analysis of the book, 
highlighting similarities and differences in experiences and themes. 

Explanation: 

This task requires students to engage in real-world interactions and integrate personal interviews 
with their analysis of the book. The unique and individualized nature of the interview responses 
makes it difficult for AI to replicate the assignment, as it relies on personal interactions and 
reflections. 

 


